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Market Your Program!

Once you have your Farm to School program in place, it is 
critical to let EVERYONE know! In order to experience the 
benefits shown in the Farm to School Program, schools must 
market the fresh, local foods they are serving to students, 
parents, and school staff. 

Implementing a Farm to School program and serving local 
foods has become very popular. Marketing the fact that you 
are using local foods in your Child Nutrition Programs benefits 
your school and your bottom line. It also helps improve 
the perception of the quality within your program amongst 
students, teachers, school administrators, parents and 
community members.  

Here are some easy marketing ideas:

 1. Identify the sources of local foods on your menus –   
  both printed and online. For example – instead of just  
  listing peaches, or even local peaches, list “Idaho   
  Peaches from XXXX Orchards.”

 2. Communicate with classroom teachers about local   
  foods you will be serving. If possible, make those foods  
  available for classroom lessons and provide resources  
  and fact sheets on the foods you are serving.    
  (Fact sheets can be found at: www.sde.idaho.gov/site/ 
  cnp/nutritionResources/farmSchool.htm).

 3. Host a poster or essay contest about local foods/  
  agriculture/nutrition and post all entries in the cafeteria  
  for students to view as they wait in line. 

 4. Use the posters from the State Department of Education  
  and the Idaho Department of Agriculture to market   
  your local foods. Or, make your own table tents, signs,  
  and posters. Contact state commodity commissions and  
  request free marketing materials. For a list of commodity  
  commissions go to http://www.agri.idaho.gov/  
  Categories/AboutISDA/Documents/directory/   
  AgDirectory_Boards.pdf
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 5. With assistance of teachers, invite   
  students to research the local foods you  
  are serving and provide fact sheets or   
  posters about the food.

 6. Host special events in your cafeteria   
  such as Farm to School week or month  
  and, incorporate local foods into each  
  day’s menu. Highlight local foods on daily  
  school announcements.

 7. Report to the local school board your   
  efforts in working with local food   
  producers.

 8. Present information about the use of local  
  food products to the PTA or PTO.

 9. Contact your local newspaper and let   
  them know about your program and local  
  growers that are working with your   
  school.

 10. Invite your local state legislators to have  
  lunch at your school to observe first-  
  hand your Farm to School efforts.

Farm to School is a very positive program 
that is well supported by the community. Take 
every opportunity to spread the word that you 
are offering fresh, local foods. If done right, 
the Farm to School Program will help increase 
student and teacher participation in your 
program.




